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MECCA, MWy city of the Bfam wolMd, birthipld
of Mohammed, 5S¢ Saudi Arabia, capital of Hejaz

PAUYL'S PHOTOS
Scene in Mecca as Moslems gather on their annual
holy pilgrimage to pay homage at the great mosque

Provinee, at 21 25° N lat. and 40° 15" E long., 46
miles by asphalt road (completed 19401 I of its port,
Jidda, on the E shore of the Red Scea. Mecea is situ-
ated in a narrow valley surrounded by rocky hills,
and is subject to intense summer heat hetween April
and October, at which times the provincial govern-
ment is moved to Tail. Always a conter of trade,
Mecca now subsists principally on the sale of articles
to pilgrims, Stonce monnments nyark the inits of the
Holy City, and past these markers non-Moslems are
not permitted to go. Al Mohammedans hope at some
tinne in their lives to abe the pilgrimage thadj) to
the Holy City, and anoashy the pilarims number
more  than 1In060 i children,
The great mosque, Beit Atlab, in the iower part of the
city contains the Koaana, a massive, cubelike struc-
ture said to have been huilt by Abraluun, In 450 the
Kaaba was scized by an aucestor of Mohammed.
Tts four sides are shrouded in black sitk rencewed
annually at the tme ol the pilaritace, This, known
as the “holy caipet,” s two openings w reveal the
sacred stones, one of which, a black one, is a very
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. 13-347 Meat Poisoning—Mecchanical Drawing 13-348
MEAT POISONMAG. See Foon Posonisa: Tri- twa-foot-wide belt, consisting of Koranic texts worked
CHINA, y in gold-plated wire, is sent from India, Of the pil-
MEATH, maggfin® cquniy, of I Trcland. [Ainster  grims’ sacred rites probably the most important are to
Proyince, bou A on RN by Cuuan aigd Louth, walk seven times around the Kaaba, to run seven
F. by We Lrig/N. S by in, EAM fl Offaty, times between the two hills Safa and Merwa, and to
and W ) WY5q. i b. {1946) stand in prayer and hear a sermon on the sacred
g/ fer plain, Mount Arafat, outside the eity, where Mohammed

prayed. If he is able to afford it, each adult male
pilgrim sacrifices a shecp. See MOHAMMEDANISM.
Mecca is supposed to have been the home of Ish-
mact and his descendants, and of some carly tribes.
The Kaaba and many Pueriv customs antedate
Mohanuned. Tn 692 the city set up its own caliph,
who, however, was subsequently defeated. In spite of
various struggles for independence, Mecca has been
successively under the supremacy of Arabian,
Egyptian, Turkish, and again Arabian rulers. The
Turkish sultan first assumed power in 1513, ruling
throteh the sherifs, supposed descendants of an an-
cestor of Mohammed. Later the sultan placed a
governor in power, and the influence of the sherifs
declined. Puorine World War [ Sherif Hussein, aided
by the English through the famous T. E. Lawrence,
threw off Turkish rule, and assumed the title of King
of Hejaz. Hussein, after a struggle, was defeated by
Ibn Saud, the Sultan of Nejd, in 1925, who later
became king of Saudi Arabia. In 1927 a treaty with
Great Britain guaranteed the protection and good
eatment of pilgritas on their journcys to and rom
Mecea. Pop. about 80,000. C. 8.
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